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] The'expected federal ', ¢
‘prosecution .of three.men.on:
-obscenity:charges-is-called 3
:anatter.of ‘sppression.” %
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* “'One:man is tended to by a nurse. H
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has heart. disease,: renal: failure ;and;
_claims to be lonely. He is:Anthony:Per
"Jéiiib.'"'ail.'89éyear-olggNo;§l;;idg§§.Cahﬂz%
'jjf-"é'éiidéﬁtj;éthS‘é,v’-family'...,pggduq_ec}:,:g’l’;%j
‘notorious X-rated film {Deep, Throat.”.
«:/ The government is not. sympathetic-
‘to his problems. - . . 0, 7
“Another man is in’ théinﬁdm)f cre-;
ating a pornography empire. His com-
pan;f- tralt)des on the Nasdaq stock. ex-.
change and he is expanding a‘chain’of
combined adult video and men’s acces
_ sories stores.. Heis 46-year-old ‘Ken:
j neth Guarino and'is describéd. by-in-
| dustry. competitors-as the Ted-Turnet;
" of the'porn trade. ="~ ..viag 1
" The government is not impressed b)f;'_;
hisbusinessacumen. .. - -
- A third man'is Natale Richichi, a ré;]
puted mob boss who has been:photos
graphed holding court with crime: lort_i_;
John Gotti. Richichi is accused’of col¥’
lecting:payment from Guarino for,pro-
tection, bribing a union official ‘and-
evading takes: The.79-year-old is con*
nécted to‘an oxyger tink as he is driv:,
en froii his Southein Nevada home tof
court @ppearancesi®:i o
“"Like ?Il’)eréiﬁo and;Guarino, Richichi }
is: the target of a” federal -obscenity

eUS attofriey,'s office :
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prosecution.

- This“year, th .
in Las. Vegas 'is expected:to try the'
three men separately on charges that .
could result in the crumbling of thez;"’
personal fortunes and hefty prison’,
.sentences. But the spectre of a, fourth
‘rhai; whose ‘obscenity trial in Lag; Ve:':
‘gds three'years ago'resulted in some:’

“| . as has his business, Arrow Film
“l : & Video. Fating charges of inter-

X mals:and .the eating-of ex-
crement: i T e :

~-“Peraino’s jury will, according
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" al ngoxin 1 PICEIStraight sex, leshi '
- : : « tndexin {< pikigS Talgnt » leésbian sex,
- 50 his attorney, David Katz, “see };sc’en 'S “1volving multiple part-

¢ b pretty girl on the (TV) box and
20u know what’s gonna happen.”
“r- Raw sex, that is. Short on plot i
vand .dialogue, but, Katz . said,
smothing - that can’t be bought at
.any Las Vegas X-rated video out-
Jdet or, for that matter, rented at
sthe adult section of many main-
.stream video stores. Do
»+ “This isn’t prior -restraint, it’s;
-utter suppression,” the attorney
“said .of :the racketeering chargesi
hisiclient -faces. “I looked at.the
:movies ‘and I showed .the movies:
: to:my expert and he said, ‘Where!
- are the real movies?’”.;: .~ =
»¥Katz’and the other.de

 torneys -claim the govéernment.is
i$argeting ‘their clients based‘on:

swho ;they’are and:not.wha

l

fengéiét- l

- #Katz -said - the government is
imotivated by its desire to seize
.the: video. library .of Peraino, .a
:Los.Angeles-based porn distribu-
tor whose family became wealthy
following the 1972 production of
“Deep --Throat,” _which grossed .
more than $200 million.
Guarino attorney Paul Cam-
.bria said prosecutors are piling
charges on his client in hopes of
: breaking his Rhode Island-based
i operation, South Pointe Enter-
- prises Inc. R,
. Counters U.S. Department of
. Justice spokesman.John Russell:

11 “We wouldn’t have indictments if

i there wasn’t probable cause a
: crime had been committed.”

Two of Peraino’s sons also have
. been chargedwith racketeering,
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+ state transportation of obscene

thing:close. to. failu:};ef‘:ﬁ;i,s coming:into

‘play.: 7

{ materials, Guarino’s cases are

: linked . with%.the racketeering,

- bribery andjtax-evasion. prosecu- .|
tion of Richichi,.who is accused of -

.accepting - “tribute .payments” :

¢from Guarino’s enterprise;in;ex- .

*change:for protection from other
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ey 36 Peraino, Guafineandy| - MEAHNER"WhY:the films are ob-,;
iRichichi ‘are wondering — considering | - 56”28 0pposéd to merely por.*
“the grotesque images on Sturman’s Aographic, inors it willing to an-
Hlms and ithe inability of a federal p° :3Wer] umerous oth of questions
‘éourt jury to;return a tonvictien ir‘his| <TA1S€dHn. the case. Russell said
trial ;= why " their clients are.in the| ] 'Svi":gﬁteh?r the ‘ﬁlms‘gre indeed ob-
sam@Position s tisids 4, b et t o€ 1S 'an issuefmore properly |
Al o i g o= ASughtout in'the souriraoms
séatdiaithiey viewsd:scenes of tortire, o .ﬁ:ﬁl«gfens claims the movies
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Laargcearden /vdriety adult fare. A
jares : re. %
it fKa’tg_ videos ‘seized by |

Batlz “aid ;the
-authorities)in Peraino’s case de."

1- aganal',sex. Court docu--
am ,Jﬂ%y’Guarino”s movies con-
lttﬁ n'gixllinil?‘r footage as well ag
HiUms that feature gaj -
Veltis sox. .;.v“tg y an§ trans
= ggmbria, . a” Buffalo, N.Y.,
~qttorney.who represented a Stur-
1ah co-defendant, said he is not
. thatithe gay-oriented films -
te -indéed Guarino-related or
N gmected‘to a'-co-defendant in
J0e’ Guarine ‘indictmént. Even if
ghey came from Guarino’s: busi-
1ess, he said, there’s “nothing in
ere that a community -like Las
4 .%flag would have ‘- problem
-@grqino’s family. has been in
¢;8kin trade for decades, rising
York City.
erainos”.to the C lnnethed fhe
T " e Colombo crime
; .,aiﬁ';!y and, in" 1982, Peraino’s
¥: g'ogﬁhet: was shot and his nephew
dilled. in what police speculated
_@%‘&me was a rival mob at-
xg #orcontrol the New York

-

£ "f;px,'ou.ﬁnence in New
pAuthorities _have co

o

Ady movie industry. R

< T, Lyears earlier, the Perainos
%ad_,; unk’ $22,000 into “Deep
£Throa ‘the first adult lm to
rreachifiwide audience. The pro-
~Beeds™fTom :the movie were ‘used

By fheMamily to branch out into
~athi ".ﬁgm’m _ventures and to dab-

e y-

b smainstream  Hollywood
roductions.
yj.Afteggfn;ioving to California,
“they .started another production
;ompany called Bryanston Boffo,
:4vhich produced Bruce Lee’s “Re.
turn of the Dragon” and “The
“Texas Chainsaw Massacre.”
While thé California Department
. of Justice once regarded Bryan-
-8ton ‘as under mob control, Katz
i brushed aside the contention,
-7 “Someone has it in their ming
That bgi:;iahse he's Italian -and
from N éé‘y;;{«;l_’prk that hie's connect- -
ed .to.fthe Mafia,” Katz said '
“THeté Was a lot of money- to be -
madé:in ‘Deép Throat.”. Was some .
of it €sming put of the:mob? May; s
be, butithere’siniothing to suggest
S ]

ile g W o, . R
Mr. Peraing knew'it.? - . -
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wants to say ithat¥it; finally
brought dowp ,the roducers of
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“Deep ;Throabamg: | & . .
- Ré’gai‘ding.@.appo’s ties to
Richichi, Cambra said hig client .

met him throughhis son, Salva-
tore Richichi, -who is;also.in the
pornography business.- He said
they became nothing more than |
friends. .

= “(Natale) Richichi has nothing
fo do with the runningof his
{(Guarino’s) company,” “Cambria
!said. “He was a fatherly:figure, -
‘someone Kenny liked. “They’d.
‘share stories. (Guarino) would :
gend him [talian food .from the
East Coast.” = o
's2 Guarino has been in the busis
. yibss since: he was 18 and has
* -been repeatedly, charged with-
. transporting and selling obscene

* material. In 1984 he was indicted

- bn charges of income tax evasion. .

" e et e .

- All the cases were dismissed or
overturned on appeal. ;
-Defense” attorneys currently
have dozens of -motions :before
federal judges “asking-for either
disinissal of the charges or sup-
pression of evidence. They allege
that neither a grand jury nor a
judge has actually seen the films
to 'make a preliminary determi-
nation whether they are obscene,
“that it’s impossible to know what
‘theé community' standards were
at. the time the ‘films . were’
shipped, and that wiretaps were
illegally used.  Richichi, mean-
while, has filed a motion arguing
that if any video contains homo-
sexual behavior, then the com-
‘munity standard to judge wheth-
er such a film is obscene is the
gay community. In other. words,
said Richichi attorney Oscar
Goodman, gays need to be repre-
sented. on the jury because they.
can “understand what the case is
about.” S

“It’s the first time such a-mo-
tion has been filed in the history
of the world,” Goodman said. “It’s

a deprivation of a jury of your
peers argument.” P .

In -court motions, Department-
of Justice prosecutor Craig Wolf
responded, “Why would a (Neva-
da) jury in 1996 be incapable of
reviewing homosexual depictions

“to decide if they are obscené?” : o

5"Wolf-argued that any panel ‘of
jurors, with proper court instruc-
tions; could -arrive at a-verdict.

Regarding. Peraino’s request to
see what. occurred before...the.

jgrand jury,” Wolfsaid Katz'was

#ryinig to condictys i“preliminary
al, when ther '
démnce ;-the ~.gra:
improgerly, -4
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© But Katz said_he has-been re-
peatedly warned by: prosecutors
that they intend.to'try to obtain a
conservative jurycpanel::The at-

i . .

‘tofney said he has proposéd that }

itrial be held before U.S:District
-Judge Philip Pro, but the govern-
ment has rebuffed his suggestion

and has no intention of conduct- -

ing a bench trial. - ;
“We feel we have a right to put
this:trial before a jury and we
willinaintain that right,” Russell
:said;»Cambria is also. somewhat
‘at’odds with Katz over the issue
‘of 4 benich trial. A jury, he said,
is the measure of community

standards.

" Katz also said in court motions
‘that prosecutors chose Las Vegas
as a venue, a literal “government
. speed. trap,” because it appeared

to .be “Times Square on the out- .

side and Utah on the inside.”

If the state wants to “create a
different local puritanical stan-
dard,” he argued, local prosecu-
tors can always bring charges.
He-said .the feds were.trying to
“create jurisdiction.” e

“Wolf, in" court motions, dis-
+missed the notion. +He stated
“that Arrow Film had been doing
- business in Las Vegag well before

;‘.ffi:h'e movies. He argued that Per-
i¥gino listed a Las Vegas ,address

ag well as a. California’;address
“for his business, 'démonstrating -
“Arrow Films’. “insurgency -into .
%he Nevada commercial scene’

.well before - the undercover
“investigation.” -

% Peraino’s 55-year-old son, Lou-
4, who is also a case.défendant,
4§ in“*federal prison.on “a proba-

‘tion violation conniected to 2’1981 ;

attorney, called the current pros-
ecg?ﬁn avendetta.

e government really lays
thg feet of the Pe_tainosytheycree“-;
ation of ‘public acceptance and.
tolerance ‘of explicit'sexual per-
formances on film and video,” he

‘'said,
be “vv%roﬁg.
“With the vast pervasiveness

these films and magazines, irissgf
ciety, whether you condone or.
condemn it, it doesn’t matter;” he
said. “When: you ard :talking
about the First Amendment,. it

%FBI undercover agents ordered |

obscenity, _.;_;t_:_o‘_xyi_gi_:i_qp_ (in Miami
that centared on “Desp Throat.”
_ Doruinic Gentile, kis Las Vegas |-

- “And frankly, they may mot]
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hecomes impossibl
bgéihnsmgh hohé.l,(ﬁm‘ﬁxfm_gg;
er and that leads tc ctive
o ng): cetixent.” 2 &; ':o‘selectwg
Gentile said the goveriiment i
- using -raﬁketeerin?g{{,}!ﬁatutel:

~against the Perainogto .

51 the films theiise
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