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• The'Sx^ectetf
pro^c^ipn pf thrce.-meh bni:
obsceriit^charges iscall^
i;afeatter?6f •suppre&jOT ;|
,By Warren Bates/4'?' ; . ;1
' ReviewTJoumal. '.v,, ; ^. .•/ •:• •a:.;- j'
' ;'One-man is tended to by a nurse. He;
has heart (iisease,: renal, failure/jairi^:
claLini^ 'to be lonelv. He isAnthonviPer-C

.'•l^e government is not. sjnnpathetic-:
•to his problems. . , , . '

Another man is in the inidst of cre
ating a pornography'empire. His cqm-^
pany-trades on the Nasdaq stock ex-,
chi^ge and he is e^an'ding a-chain of
combined adult vidro and men's aoces{

.. soiies •"stores. He:;is "46-year':old\'Ken'«;
j hetK Guarino and'is described by in^.
i dustpr. competitors as the.Ted-Tumet,;
' of the porn trade. \ •V-: V

The government is not impressed by
his business acumen

A third man is Natale Richichi, ;a:re^
putc:d mob boss who has been^^phot^
graphed hold^g court with crim^lorct
John Grotti. Richichi is accused•of cpl^^
lectin^;payment from Guarino for^pr6ji
tection, bribing a union official :and
evading taxes: The .79-year-old is cbnf
netted ;tb an oxygentaiiic as he is driv^,
en fronTlus Southe^^; Nevada home to
court.kppearancesV^'i' '
' •Like Peraino and'Guarino, Richichi
is; thie target of federal obscenity
prosecution.
•. This'year, the"U.S. attorneys ofBce
in Las Vegas is expected" to try the
three men separately" on charges that
could result in the crumbling of their
personal fortunes and hefty prison

.sentences. But the spectre of a,foiurth
mkni-whiisyobscenity trial in La.s^yj^;ij

•"eifier. fViro»^vA!lrs no-n^riisultod in

^^ie^ |̂Eljeuben .Stiirmah,
Guanrib'j'and'

iJiiciiichi af.e wondering —•' considering
"the grotesi^uo iniages on Sturifnan's
•fems ahH.^ho inabi^ty of a federal
ITOurt juiy to: retuni a convictien in his
trial;j *''---^" '-^--- '-r- '

i^an^s
^ewed-scenes ofi»r^e^

-and.the .eating of ex-
xarmiejatryv::.? .

4 - not com-"-'̂
films arc ob-./

^opposed to inoreiy por-
--^9®phic,:nor;is it willing to an-

questions

^^hpther the films are indeed ob-
an i?sue/.more properly

courtroom. ,
i^ms the movies

adult fare.
seized by""

Peraino's case de-
lesbian sex,

multiple part-

Sfl?l?^y'Guarino's movies con-
:Winjs^Iar footage as w<^" o®

and tran'sl

>:la^bri^, a"Buffalo, N.Y.,
[meyjwho represented a Stur-
x;co-defendant, said he is not

".i®:W^*"®^gay-oriented films
•e:^indeed .Quarino-related or
llliectpn . J-L' j •
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.Peraino's jury will, according ^
yto his attorney, David Katz, "see

pretty .girl on the box and
i-you knowwhat's gomia happen."
•^r' Raw" sex, that is. Short on plot i
r,and d̂ialogue, but, Katz . said, i
•ijoiothing that can't be bought at
any Las Vegas X-rated video out-
Jet or, for that matter, rented at
.>tiie. adult section of many main
stream video stores. .

"This isn't prior restraint, it's
utter suppression," the attorney
said,.of the racketeering charges

Jiisiclieht faces. "I looked at the
•mo^es and I showed, the movies'
; tamy expert and he said, 'Where!
' are^the real movies?'..
' 3̂ J^tz and the other, .defenise,at-
;tpmeys claim t̂he.;governmentas i
i.|;^getin^ their \:liente based,ton i
»^^o ^tli'ey are and.;n6t,.what;^^^ !
r6nf;t,lie-films shipped acnis^state
:lmes:;; '̂̂ '
; ..|]^tz said the government îs
Imotivated by its desire .W seize
Ithe^yvideo library .of Peraino; a
•Losi^Angeles-based pom distribu
tor whose family became wealthy
following the 1972 production of
"Deep Throat," -which grossed
more than $200 million.

Guarino attorney Paul Cam-
. bria said prosecutors are piling
charges on his client in hopes of

i breaking his Rhode Island-based
• operation. South Pointe Enter-
• prises^ Inc. .v
' Counters U.S. Department of
I Justice spokesman. John Russell:
•"We wouldn't have indictments if
i there wasn't probable cause a
I crime had been committed."
• Two of Peraino's sons also have
^been chargedwith racketeering,
i as has his, .busmess, Arrow Film
• & Video. Facihg'charges of inter-
»state transportation of obscene
; materials, Guarino's cases are
•linked . with^.the racketeering,
•bribery ahdjtax-evasion prosecu-.
tion of Richichi, .Vho is accused of.

;^cepting "tribute .payments"
•^rom Guarino's entei^i^ae/iii-.ex-
^tJiange for protection from other
^i^obiCamiUes..:. ;• . - r

a co-defendant in^e Guanno indictment. jEven if
rame from Guarino's busi-

gess, he said, there's "nothing in
tt^ere tl^t a community like Las

have y problem
fa^ly. has been in

fe^kin trade for decades, rising
to|proi^ence in New York City
^^?^o"ti^s..have connected the

^he Colombo crime^amdy and, in 1982, Peraino's
' shot and his nephewin what police speculated

^toe was a rival mob at-
the New York

^oiaeindustry.
Tt^ye^^earlier, the^Perainos\ui^' $22,000 into "Deep

y.the fir.st. adult fihn to
audience. The pro-

"lovie were used
to branch out into

and to dab-
3ile.::;in|^ainstream Hollywood
pjroductabns.

to California,
j-mey Started another production
-.Company called Bryanston Boffo
i-V/hich produced Bruce Lee's "Re-
aum of the Dragon" and "The
uTexas Chaihsaw Massacre."
j';^STiile the California Department
:qf Justice once regarded Bryan-
;ston as under mob control, Katz
:brushed aside the contention.

mind
he's Italian and

frpm.Newyorfc that he's connect-
:^vta4fe: Ma^- Kate said.^
There Tfes a lot of money to be -•

Was some 'i

suggest ?Mr. Peraino knew^it:- >ii-' . v



Kijz •• ''
wants to say^,>mat; it^.. nnally
brought doTO,jttw;,producers of
"DeepcThroat^;v-,.; ri..
: Regarding'lGuiarin^^^ .ties to
Richichi, Caipjiria. said his client
met him through^his. son, Salva-
tbre Richichi, who is: also,in the
pornography business.- He said
they became nothing more than
fiiends. , : : .
> "(Natale) Richichi has no^ng
to do With the running •of his

«'(Guarino's) company, ^C^bna
Isaid. "He was a fatherlyyfipre,
someone Kenny liked. They d.
share stories. (Guarino) womq,.
^end him Italian food -from the
3East Coast." . . , i, ' •
< Guarino has been in the b^i-
i^ss since he was 18 and has
beon repeatedly, charged with

^transporting and selling obscene
•material. In 1984 he was indicted
: hn charges_of income^t^ evaswn.^
All the cases were ^smissed or
overtumed.on appeal. .

Defense attpmeys currently
have dozens of-motions ?befoire
federal judges ^asking for either
dismissal of tlie charges or sup
pression ofevidence. They allege
that neither a grand jury nor a
judge has actuaUy seen the filn^
to'make a preliminary determ-
nation whether, they are obscene,
"that ifs impossible to knowwhat
'the community' standards >yere
at the time the films were*
shipped, and that wiretaps were
illegally used. Richichi, mean
while, has filed a motion arguing
that if any video contains homo-

' sexual behavior, then the com
munity standard to judge wheth
er such a film is obscene is the
gay community. In other, words,
said Richichi attorney. Oscar
Goodman, gays need to be repre
sented on the jury because they,
can-"understand what the case is
about."

"It's the first time such a mo
tion has been filed in the history
of the world," Goodman said. "It's
a deprivation of a jury of your
peers argument."

In court motions, Department
of Justice prosecutor Craig Wolf
responded, "Why would.a (Neva
da) jury in 1996 be incapable,of
reviewing homosexual depictions
to decide if they are obscene?" %.

-Wolfargued that any panel!pf,
"jurors, with proper court instruc
tions', could.- fiirrive at a ^-verdict.
Regarding Peramo's request .to

when kwas

lmpro^b..fSplf kS

• But Katz said.he has been re
peatedly wam'ed ,by prosecutors
that they intehd^o*-try toobtain a
conservative juryvpaneLit^e at-
itorney saidhe>'as propped, that
!trial be held-before U.S. ipistnct
Judge Philip Pro, but the goyern-
ment has rebuffed his suggestion
and has no intention of conduct
ing a bench trial.

TWe feel we have a right to put
this-trial before a jury^d we
wili:ihaintain that right, Russell
said;-Cambria is also somewhat
at odds with Katz over the .issue
of a bench trial. A jury, he said,
is the measure of commumty
standards.

Katz also said in court motions
that prosecutors chose Las Vegas
as a venue, a literal "government
speed trap," because it appeared
to -be "Times Square on the out
side and Utah on the inside.

If the state wants to "create a
different local puritanical stan
dard," he argued, local prosecu
tors can always bring charges.
He-said the .feds were trying to
"create jurisdiction." ^ ^

Wolf, in court motions, ^s-
'.missed the notion. »He stoted
that Arrow Film had^been doing
business in Las Vegas wellbefore

'J-EBI imdercover agents ordered
••yie movies. He argued that Per-
ifdino Usted a Las yegas>ad^ess
.,'as well as a Cailifo^^ -Md^^^
-^for. his biisiries's, Membi^tratiiig
•Airow Films^^"ins^^giericy^-into
'the Nevada commercial scene
Well before the undercover
investigation."

':|i{ Peraino's 55-year-old [son, Lou-
who is also a cis^d^i^^t,

% in^feier^ pris6n'pni;a.
t̂ion violation connectedto a 1981oVtQrPjgi^^conviction in_ mami.
that centered on "DeepThroat."

Dominic Gentile, his Las Vegas
attorney, called the current pros
ecution a vendetta..

"The government really lays at
the feet of the Perainos the cre
ation of public acceptance and.
tolerance of explicit-sexual per-
fonMnc^ onjiln^and video, he
said; "And frsmkly, they ma^not
be wrong.

"With the vast pervasiveness of
these films and magazines in so
ciety, whether you condone or
condemn it, it doesn't matter," he
said. "When . you ar^ rtalldng
about the First Ameiidmeiit, it
bjBcomes imj) ossible to
(ustinguish one ,(filmX from an-
other and that leads to selective
enforcement."

Gentile said the gweriiinent is
racketeeriixg^;,statutes
the Perainos Ato^pl^^ a
®®pjN8is oxi^tEeir^ela-

; llie films themse^ar
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